
Common Prefixes

ExamplesMeaningPrefix

intravenous, intramuralwithinintra

magnanimous, magnify, magnificentbigmag

malady, malinger, malevolentbadmal

miscreant, misunderstand, misanthropewrong, badmis

obstinate, obstruct, obdurateagainstob

omnipotent, omniscient, omnivorousall, everyomni

paramedic, paraphrase, parallel,beside, resemblingpara

periscope, perimeter, pericardiumaroundperi

postscript, posterior, posthumousafterpost

preamble, premonition, precede, preludebeforepre

profess, proposal, progresssupport, forwardpro

remodel, report, revise, recombineagainre

subservient, submerge, submarine, subvertunder, belowsub

supersede, superscript, superimposeover, abovesuper

unity, unicorn, unify, universeoneuni

abstain, abjure, abduct, abstemiousaway fromab

antecedent, antebellumbeforeante

autopilot, autograph, autocracyselfauto

befriend, begrudge, begrime, belie, bemoanmakebe

bicycle, bigamy, biennial, bivalve, bifocalstwobi

biology, biometrics, biosphere, biographylifebio

cooperate, committeewithco

contravene, contradict, contraltoagainstcontra

defame, devalue, dehydrate, decomposeoff, away fromde

epidermis, epidemic, upon, amongepi

equilibrium, equinox, equitable, equationequalequi

expulsion, exhale, exudeout, awayex

heterogeneity, heterodoxydifferenthetero

homonym, homogenizedsamehomo

hyperthermia, hyperactive, hypertrophyover, abovehyper

hypotension, hypodermic, hypothermiaunder, belowhypo

interlude, intervene, internationalbetweeninter



Common Prefixes - with spelling variations

atheist, atypical, amoral, anarchywithout, nota, an

advise, adhere, admonish, advertisetowardad

converge, compact, confluence, concatenatewith, togethercon, com

disparity, dysfunctional, distemper, dyslexianot, awaydis, dys

incredible, illegible, irresponsiblenotin, il, ir

input, implicateintoin, im

neolithic, noveltynewneo, nov

symmetry, synonym, sympathytogethersym, syn

unusual, nonsensenotun, non

ExamplesMeaningPrefix



Common Roots

panacea, pantheism, pandemic, pandemoniumeverywhere, completelypan

pathos, antipathy, apathy, telepathyfeelingpath

philosophy, philanthropy, technophilelove ofphil

phonograph, phonetic, symphony, euphonioussoundphon

placate, placid, placebopleaseplac

portable, transport, porter, supportcarryport

conscience, omniscientknowsci

tractor, extract, retract, protract, intractable pull, dragtract

transmit, transport, transducer, intransitive acrosstrans

convention, intervention, adventcomeven

veracity, verdict, verity, verify, verisimilitudetruthver

vital, vitality, vitamins, revitalizelifevit

altitude, contralto, altocumulus, exalthighalt

amble, ambulance, perambulate, preamblegoamb

archaic, monarchy, matriarchy, patriarchychief, rulearch

rebellion, belligerent, bellicosewarbell

benefit, benevolent, benefactor, beneficent goodbene

carnivore, reincarnation, carnalfleshcarn

chrome, polychrome, chromaticcolorchrom

chronicle, chronology, chronic, synchronize timechron

circumnavigate, circumference, aroundcirc

credo, credible, credence, incredulousbelievecred

culpable, culprit, exculpateblame, faultculp

demographics, demagogue, epidemic, endemicpeopledem

induce, seduce, deduce, educatelead, makeduc

acquiesce, coalesce, adolescent, rigescentbecome, similaresce

euphemism, euphony, eugenicsgoodeu

fidelity, confide, affidavitfaithfid

eject, project, trajectory, interject, injectthrowjec

jurisprudence, abjure, jurisdictionlegaljur

dismal, malady, malfeasance, maleficentbad, poorlymal

morpheme, amorphous, metamorphosisshapemorph

commute, mutation, permutationchangemut

ExamplesMeaningRoot



Common Roots – with spelling variations

acumen, acrimonious, acerbic, acidity, acridsharp, sourac, acr

misanthrope, android, anthropomorphismmananthro, andr

aptitude, adept, ineptskillapt, ept

recluse, exclude, claustrophobia, precludeshutclus, clud, claus

coherent, adhere, cohesion, inherent, hereditary stickher, hes

monologue, eloquent, loquacious, colloquial, prolix speechloc, log, loq, lix

translucent, luminary, luster, lucidlightluc, lum, lus

transmit, emission, remit, submit, admit, missile sendmit, mis

nascent, naïve, innate, natal, nativebornnat, nasc, nai

nominate, nomenclature, synonym, antonymnamenom, nym

proximity, approximate, propinquitynearprop, prox

inscription, prescribe, proscribe, manuscriptwritescrib, script

sedentary, reside, preside, subside sitsed, sid

sequel, execute, consecutive, ensue, pursue followsequ, secu, sue

inspect, circumspect, retrospect, conspicuouslook, appearspec, spic

tactile, contact, tangible, contagioustouchtact, tang, tag, 

tenant, tenure, detention, obstinate, containholdten, tin, tain

traverse, avert, invert, reverse, versatileturnvers, vert

revive, survive, vivid, vivacious, vitality lifeviv, vit

visage, evident, supervise, vistaseevis, vid

vocation, provoke, revoke, provocative, vouch call, wordvoc, vou, vok

ExamplesMeaningRoot


